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Scottish Church census 2016
● Census Sunday 8th May 2016

● Data came from 40% of the 3,689 congregations in Scotland 
in 2016.

● It was the 4th census undertaken of Scottish Church 
attendance. 

● First census was in 1984, giving an overall time frame of 
32 years. 

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Key Findings
● 2016: Some 390,000 people regularly attended church 

(7.2% of the Scottish population) 

● 1984: Total church attendance as 854,000 (17% of the 
Scottish population)

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Scottish Churchgoers as percentage of population
1994

1994 2002 2016 2025 (estimated)

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Growth amidst decline
● Attendance decline in all denominations

● BUT…… 

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Growth amidst decline
● Pentecostals - attendance doubled since 2002. They were 

5% of all Scottish churchgoers in 2016. 

● Immigrant churches (“Overseas National” churches) and 
Messy churches have also started in the last 10 years.

● 300 new churches started since 2002 (12,000 attendees!)

● Over 500 congregations reported growth (an additional 
4,000 people in church each Sunday)

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Growth amidst decline
● Aberdeenshire is the only Council to 

have seen growth in the last 14 
years

● Due partly to strong presence of 
Polish churches catering to Polish 
labourers in the oil industry 

● 25 of 27 Polish churches in Scotland 
are located in Aberdeenshire

Change in Scottish church 
attendance between 2002 and 2016

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Better than expected

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



But a decline nonetheless...
● Number of congregations in 2016 = 3,700 (1984: 4,100)
● Average congregation in 2016 = 105
● 46% of congregations acknowledged decline in the last 5 

years

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Decrease in numbers is equivalent to 

losing 10 congregations per month 

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Age of Scottish Churchgoers
● 42% aged 65 or over, of which 20% are 

aged 65-74, and 20% are 75 or over

● The oldest churchgoers are either in 
Church of Scotland or Scottish 
Episcopal Church

● The youngest are in Pentecostal or 
among the “Smaller Denominations”

● Declining numbers are especially seen 
in those under 45 Average Age of Scottish 

Congregations in 2016

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



% of Scottish Churchgoers and the Population by Age Group in 2016

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Gender of Scottish Churchgoers
● 2016: 40% of Scottish churchgoers are male 

● 1984: 37% are male

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Gender Proportions of Scottish Churchgoers by Age Group in 2016

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Number of Scottish Churchgoers by Gender and Age Group in 1984 and 2016

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



% of Scottish Churchgoers in three groups of Scottish denominations by 
age group in 2016

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Older churchgoers

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Older churchgoers
Possible implications

● Impact on church life
● Less physical and financial support for the church
● Image of church
● Spiritual help for those no longer able to get to church

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Age and Gender of Scottish Church Leaders
● 79% of Scottish church leaders were male. 

● Average age: 57 (varied very little by denomination)

● Youngest leaders were in Aberdeen City, East and Mid 
Lothian, West Dunbartonshire, East Ayrshire

● Oldest leaders were in Aberdeenshire, Angus, Argyll and 
Bute, Scottish Borders, the Shetlands, Councils near 
Glasgow.

● 38% of leaders currently aged between 55 and 64 (near 
retirement) 

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Ethnicity
● 94% of Scottish churchgoers are white
● 6% non-whites (four times the population proportion)

● Non-white churchgoers are generally much younger than 
the White churchgoers
○ Average age of non-whites: 33
○ Average age of whites: 55

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Ethnicity Proportions of Scottish Churchgoers and Population in 2016

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Ethnicity
Ethnicity of Scottish churchgoers and the Scottish population

The Fourth  Scottish Church Census 2016



Churchmanship / Ethos (2016)
● Evangelical 35%
● Reformed 13%
● Low church 4%
● Liberal/Broad: 16%
● Catholic: 32%

-------------------------

TOTAL: 100%

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Churchmanship / Ethos (2016)
The proportion of Scottish churchgoers who are Evangelical 
has been increasing over the last 20 years, whereas the 
other types of churchmanship are either static or 
declining.

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Churchmanship / Ethos

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Churchmanship / Ethos (2016)

Evangelical Catholic Liberal/Broad Reformed
Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



% of Scottish 
Population attending 
Scottish Episcopal 
Churches in 2016

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Church building/planting

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Other characteristics
● 45% of churchgoers had been in their present church for 

over 20 years
● 50% lived between 0.5 and 3 miles from their church

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



Other characteristics
● 35% of churches had undertaken an Alpha course
● 10% of churches had run a Christianity Explored course

Source: Future First, no. 50, April 2017



SCOTLAND today
Opportunity?



2011 census / population

scotlandscensus.gov.uk

4.8million
5.3million



Population Density

scotlandscensus.gov.uk



% population change (2001 to 2011)
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% of population aged 65 and over
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Ethnicity

scotlandscensus.gov.uk



National Identity

scotlandscensus.gov.uk



Education (people aged 16 and over)
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Religion
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Religion

gov.scot



MIgrants
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